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PAINTS & STAINS

Scrimping doesn’t pay

You could spend several dollars
mare per gallon for exterior paint
and stain this vear, thanks in part to
the pricier petroleum that goes (nto
them. That might tempt you to pick
3 lesser-grade coating, But our rests
show that penny-pinching could
Cost you more money over time,

Manufacturers reformulate their
products often, typically to meet rules
limiting volatile organic compounds.
But they admit it's a challenge to re-
duce those pollutants without compro-
mising performance. Indeed, our latest
fully tested paints did not fend off dirt
and other weathering effects for as
long as some past products.

Because reformulated finishes
might not wear the same as earlier
versions, we remove all such previously
tested products from our Ratings. That's
why vou won't see a few farmiliar brands,
mcluding some of last vear’s top-scorers.
But you will find several new picks from
Valspar and other brands with durability
and value. And because we test paint
bases to which tints are added, rather
than a handful of factory-mixed colors, our
findings should hold for a variety of colors.

Our latest Ratings of more than 40
paints and stains include results for major
brands after a year or two of accelerated
outdoor testing, equal 1o about three to six
years on a house. But as the scores show,
some initially promising finishes look far
less impressive afler the equivalent of
roughly nine years, when they're fully
tested. (See CloseUp on page 40.)

The Ratings also show that some
stains needed 1o be reapplied after the
eguivalent of only three years, and some

HIGH SCORER

lesser-known paints looked better than
some heavy hitters. Here are the details:

Smaller brands take the top.
California brand paints have long been
top performers, and the 2010 line is no ex-
ception. The regional brand’s Fresh Coat
Velvet flat finish, previously our top pick,
is also doing well in our retest after the
equivalent of roughly three years in the
elemerits. Kelly-Moore, another regional
brand, joins California’s 2010 at the top of
this year’s Ratings of fully tested paints
with its Acry-Shield flat.

The dirt on some big brands. Some
versions of Kilz, sold at Wal-Mart, had
trouble keeping clean after the equivalent
of six years, while several from Ace, Behr
(a Home Depot brand), and Benjamin
Moore needed cleaning after the equiva-
lent of only three years. Of the two Valspar
(Lowe’s) Ultra Premium Duramax paints
still being tested, the flat is doing better
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so far at keeping its original color,
Opagque stains are clearly better.
Opagque stains save time and money
in the long run because they outlast
semitransparents as a group. Pluses
for semitransparent stains include
visible wood grain and less prep work,
because those stains penetraie the
wood rather than form a top film like

y opaque stains. But even the best
: opaque stain won't last as long as most
€ paints, all of which resisted cracking
\\\ in our rigorous outdoor testing:
HOW TO CHOOSE

‘We test only premium lines from
major brands. which tend to perform
best over time. But as our latest Ratings
reveal, some of the best-performing
paints and stains cost far less than lower-
scoring lines. Here's what else 1o remem-
ber before vou put on your overalls or
hire a professional painter:

Match the paint to your locale. Look
for mildew resistance if vou live in a cool,
moist, or shady climate, Dirt resistance is
more critical m urban and industrial areas,
and resistance to color change is important
in sunny locations and climates, You'll also
probably prefer a color that works well
with your home’s architecture, including
the roof, While Victorian houses can sup-
port a vibrant palette, creams, tans, and
other neutral hues are safer for most
homes, especially if you're planning to sell.
And remember that you might need ap-
proval from your review board if you live in
a historic district and want to get creative.

Know what your pro is using. Your
painter’s top choice might not be a top
pick in owr tests. Make sure the written
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PAINTS AND STAINS G e e

Most homeowners refinish their siding
every six {010 years. To find out which
paints or stains will probably last that
long ‘on your house, we begin by
spreading those finishes over untreat-
ed yellow-pine boards, Those boards
tend to swell and crack, creating an
especially tough test. Then we face the : ~ .

boards south at a 45-degree angle 1 California 2 Kelly-Moore 4 Valspar 5 Valspar

from vertical on the roof of our Within types, in performance order. Blues key numbers indicate Quick Plicks.

sifies the effects of sun and the ele- per gallon
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ments, allowing each year of outdoor - g
testing fo equal roughly three years an 2 g oA 5
your home. Here's what we check for: g i o Ay s (S
Dirt buildup. Airborne particles > s Gms 2 8 Bl a3 =
cling to paint and stain after several = FULLY TESTED Completed th walent of .P ‘ S R RS
years, promolmg mildew. As the Rat- : omplgre 8 eQuivalent or nine years exposure.
ings show, maﬂ\r' pamts looked [ﬂrt\r' 1 California 2010 (flat) 538 o & O
after the equivalent of three years on a 2 Kelly=Moore Acry-Shield (flat) 32 e = O
house, and all of them appeared soiled 3 California 2010 Eggshell (law luster) 40 & & 0
after the equivalent of nine years. i i
_ ‘1. N yed 4 Valspar Ulira Premium Satin 24 s & 0
Cleaning the dirt involves scrubbing (low |uster)
of pressure-washing. 5 Valspar Ultra Premium Semi-gloss 25 - & O
Color ‘?hanqe.thetr l.irmc?l suntight 6 California 2010 Satin (low luster) 42 o & 0
causes paint or stain to fade, change .
color, or develop a chalky film on its s EVealher‘Deater i o eeo
surface. Some paints changed colar 8 Olympic Premium (flat) 19 @ O O
after only a year of testing. The only 9 Cahot The Finish (low luster) 33 ® 0 @
alternative to tolerating it is refinishing. 10 Olympic Premium Satin (low [uster) 21 & 0 @
_ Mildew. :Stains and spotting from STILL BEING TESTED Complefed the equivalent of six years' exposure.
mildew are common on northern
: Kelly-Moore Acry-Shield . -
exposures and in damp, shaded areas. N (semigloss) 37 =l
Removal involves scrubbing with a 12 Kilz Casual Colors (flat) 20 =] 2
solution of bleach and water. .
: 3 1ors (I = e
Cracking. All of our tested paints 13 kx Gastial Coltrs o !USIEF) = © e
resisted cracking. But most semitrans- 14 Kilz Casual Colars (semigloss) 23 S o S =1
parent stains allowed our pine boards 1S M.A.B. Sea Shore (flaf) 39 - . . =
to crack more readily than with opaque 16 M.A.B. Sea Shore (low luster) 40 oS S| pEA
stains. [1'you:see cracks' on your siding, 17 Valspar Ultra Premium Duramax (flat) 30 s s « e
we recommend refinishing before they v ) ;
alspar Ultra Premium Duramax Salin
worsen and cause more damaage. 18 (fow luster) 33 s e =
INITIALLY PROMISING Completed the equivalent of three years' exposure.
19 California Fresh Coal Velvel (flat) 34 (-] LA )
20 Ace Royal Shield (low luster) 24 - . e
21 Ace Royal Shield {semigloss) 25 - .« =
22 Behr Premium Plus (semigloss) 26 - ¢
23 Behr Premium Plus Ultra (flat) 32 () o1 -
24 Behr Premium Plus Ultra (low luster) 34 = J ] L
25 Behr Premium Plus Ultra (semigloss) 35 () —~ 15
26 Behr Premium Pius (flat) 23 ] e
27 Benjamin Moore Moorlife (flat) 35 (v — ] =
28 Benjamin Moore Mooraard (low luster) 46 - Vi
RACKEDR WITH PAINT Our rooftop 29 Beni_amln Moore Moorglo Soff Gloss 49 - e »
tests mimic nine years of weathering. (semigloss)
30 Olympic Premium (semialoss) 22 - v

40 CONSUMER REPORTS @ JUNE 2008 « Expeart » Independent » Nonprofit



stains

0 0O @ @
« Availability Most products at stores through spring 2009 e

Excellont Very  Good Fair Poot
food

i :l"'

HOUSE R FENCE
STRAIN

1 Olympic

Z Behr 6 Tt_mmpson's
Within types, in performance order. Blue key numbers indicate Quick Picks.
e L
per qalion
g‘
" . . { =g
g 5 g =
T o 2 .5
: “5 5 E e 88 3
PFeVwEZ T 28 3 =0
FULLY TESTED Completed the equivalent of up fo nine years’ exposure.
1 gé}'ell:c?icPremiumB%xx opague §21 ©®& 0 + + ¢
Behr Plus 10 (alkyd/water e ol
2 cleanup) opaque 20 s 00
3 Cabot OVT 6500 {alkyd)  opaque 30 & 0@ " s
Thompson's Water Seal
4 Deck & House (latex) Opaglis 18 & Cce ‘
Glidden Endurance 2200 -
5 line (latex) ' Gpague 17 C0owe
Thompson's Water Seal Semi-
& DecksHouse(late)  transparent 0 ©0oe
7 Sikkens Rubbal (atkyd) opaque 34 0@ .
Olympic 0il Stain semi- .
8 51ixx (alkyd) transparent 19 o e
g Thompson's Water Seal semi- 21 o -
Deck & House (alkyd) transparent
Behr Deck Plus Deck, Epmi:
10 fence & Siding 3xx . ZE )
(alkyd/water cleanup) transparent
: Olympic Maximum Deck, s )
1 Fence & Siding h = :
(alkyd/water cleanup) transparent
STILL BEING TESTED Completed the equivalent of three to six years’ exposure.
Behr Deck Plus Deck,
12 fence & Siding 200 line opague 23 < = AR LE
(latex)
Sears Wealherbealer
13 Deck, Fence & Siding opaque 18 - 0 §
(1atex)
14 M.A.B. Timber (latex) opague 29 (o] " Wl e} @

Guide to the Ratings

Overall score for paints is a weighted average of appearance for a white, blue, and brown ver-
sion. We apply two coats to primed pine-clapboard siding. Overall score for stalns is a weight-
ed average of appearance for a red, green, and white version, where available. We apply one
or two coats of stain to untreated pine-clapboeard siding according to manufacturers’ direc-
tions. Fully tested finishes undergo three-year accelerated weathering or until their appear-
ance has fallen te “fair," which would require reapplication. Each year of testing equates to
about three years on vertical surfaces; performance on decks and other horizontal surfaces
will differ. Displayed scores are rounded; models are listed in order of precise overall score.
Models still under test are listed alphabetically according to their years of testing and current-
year score. Type for stains is opague or semitransparent, ranging from tinted to nearly
opaque. Appearance scores summarize lang-term testing. Resists dirt shows which paints or
stains best resist dirt buildup. Resists color change shows which hold up well to sunlight and
change the least from the orlginal color. Resists mildew shows which best prevent mildew
growth. Resists cracking shows which stains discouraged cracked boards; all tested paints
resisted cracking. Price is the approximate average per gallon container.

(o] ¥ o114’ Recommendations

Our highest-grade paints should give you
a finish that still looks good after roughly
nine years, assuming they're applied cor-
rectly, Stains require less prep work and,
typically, only one coat instead of the two
we recommend for paints. Bul because
most stains don'f resist cracking as well,
you'll probably apply them more often.

Our results include many well-known
brands. If you still don't find your favorite,
it's because the formula we tested Is no
longer available. Our results with the old
formulation might not match what you'd
get with the newer one, so we remove all
paints or stains that have been reformu-
lated since our tests and begin retesting
the new formulation.

While stains include opagues and semi-
transparents, paints bring a litany of terms
that include eggshell, low luster, satin, and
semigloss. Note that all of those mean
glossier than flat.

The Ratings rank products by overall
performance. Quick Picks offer the best
combination of performance and value.

QUICK PICKS

Best flat paint:

1 California 538

2 Kelly=Moare 532
California 2010 Is a top-performing line
in our tests and is available in 25 states.
Kelly-Moare, another regional brand sold
in 9 states, performed well and costs
roughly the same. Among last year's top
picks: California Fresh Coat Velvet, which
we're retesting, and Glidden Spred Dura,
which was reformulated.

Best if you want a glossier paint:

4 Valspar 524

5 Valspar 525
Both of these paints performed well, cost
about the same, and are sold nationwide
at Lowe's, Last year's top-scoring Glidden
Spred Dura Gloss and Satin have both
been reformulated.

Best stains:

1 Clympic 521

Z Behr 520

6 Thompson's $18
All three were also top picks last year and
are sold nationwide. The Olympic is sold
at Lowe's and at independent retailers;
while Behr is a Home Depot brand.
Between the opagues, choose the Olympic
for its wide range of protection, the Behr
where dirt is less of an Issue. No semi-
transparent |asts as lang, but go with two
coats of the Thompson's if you value see-
ing the grain encugh lo restain more
often than with an opague stain.
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